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the utilisation of the labour of this country in that
way, you would be able to make Britain not
quite self-supporting, but very near it, with one

additional proviso. You must ration.
A system of If you don't ration, what happens ?
rationing The price of food begins to do it for

you. What does that mean ? The rich
man can always buy anything he likes, but the
more he buys, the less there will be for the others,
and those who are lower down on the scale of
comforts will get less than their fair share, whilst
the others will get far more. It would be a very
good thing to have a National Lent. The Catholic
Religion is, I think, the most complete study of
human nature that has ever been presented to the
world, and when it declares its Lent, there is a good
deal of practical common sense in it. It is not
merely good morally, but it is good physically, and
I am perfectly certain that a rationing system of
Lent, which would be appropriate during the
horrors of war, would make us feel that at any
rate we were making some contribution in suffering
discomfort at home. War must be brought home
to nations. Everybody must put up with some
deprivation, either in the way of discomfort or very
often of loss. I would certainly urge that there
should be a very complete system of rationing
which gives plenty but forbids waste, and everybody
must be put on the same footing. I ventured to
say in February, 1915, that we were laughing too
much at Germany's potato rations. I said then,
and I repeat it to-day, that the potato spirit in
Germany was more formidable than von
Hindenburg's leadership. It was the determination
to see their country through, whatever it would